Remarks 

Applicant has cancelled claims 1 and 15-22. Consequently, now pending are claims 7, 9- 
12, 14, 23-24, and 26-31, of which claims 7 and 23 are independent, and the remainder are 
dependent. 

This amendment does not affect the scope of any other claims pending in the appeal 
proceeding. Therefore, this amendment should be admitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
41.33(b)(1). 

Respectfully submitted, 

McDonnell boehnen 
hulbert & berghoff llp 

Date: April 20, 2007 By: /Lawrence H. Aaronson/ 
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